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Celebrating 60 Years!

We've had a wonderful start  to the 2021-2022 
school year! This year our school theme is, ?Hope in 
the Lord...Renew...Soar like Eagles.? The theme is 
based on Isaiah 40:31. ?But those who hope in the 
Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on 
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; 
they will walk and not be faint.? This passage in Isaiah 
helps us understand that God wants us to rely on 
Him, have hope in the future, and flourish together in 
community.

This year is a very special year because we are celebrat ing our 60th year! God is 
faithful and He has walked us through the past 59 years and will cont inue to lead us 
into this 60th year and beyond. He has called us to soar together, and we are 
striving to do that by rebuilding community in this 60th year after facing the 
challenges over the past year and a half due to the pandemic.  There is a renewed 
sense of community happening both in our school building and our broader 
community! God created us to be relat ional beings. He designed us for communion 
and doing life together. Romans 12: 4-5 says, ?For just as each of us has one body 
with many members, and these members do not all have the same funct ion, so in 
Christ  we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.?  
God wants us to be in community! He wants us to flourish together, united in our 
love for Him, each other, and our students. 

We have been intent ionally rebuilding community this year.  We started our journey 
of the 2021-2022 school year with a community-focused work party at the school in 
August. We had a great turnout of new families and exist ing families. We enjoyed 
gett ing the school grounds ready, but we also loved laughing and building 
relat ionships together! Next, we enjoyed our back-to-school Open House. Students, 
staff, and parents alike enjoyed seeing each other in person and being in the school 
building. During the school year so far, we have been rebuilding community as 
GCCS families through outdoor chapels, parent socials, outdoor Meet the Teacher 
night, and school sports. We also have parents part icipat ing in volunteering 
opportunit ies such as our reading program, coaching, and attending class trips.  Our 
students are enjoying sports teams, reading buddies with other classes, recess t ime 
when they can interact with students that are not in their class, and part icipat ing in 
class trips and service projects.  They have also had the blessing as an ent ire school 
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body to take part  in events such as Digital Cit izenship Day, Terry Fox Walk, and National Truth and 
Reconciliat ion Day. In the coming weeks we will part icipate in Student Council events with our School 
Families made up of students from various grades.  Nurturing community, building relat ionships, and 
support ing students? social-emotional needs are important to our GCCS staff. God is at work in many ways 
here at GCCS! We look forward to growing in our relat ionships and renewing community further throughout 
the year. Please cont inue to pray for our students and staff.  May we find hope, feel renewed, and soar 
together while rooted in God?s word and love for us. We look forward to partnering with each of you as we 
cont inue to fill our GCCS community with grace, love for one another, and joy!

Our outdoor ?Meet the Teacher? Night was a 
wonderful way to rebuild community.  God blessed us 
with a beaut iful, sunny evening.  The teachers set up 
tables around the edge of the playground to display 
items of interest for the parents. As parents gathered 
around their child?s Grade/Teacher they were able to 
meet each other, share experiences, ask quest ions, 
and hear about our plans for the class.

It  was heart-warming to meet face to face, outdoors, 
and speak to each other IN PERSON! As the sun 
started to set, and as the sky turned brilliant colours 
of pink and orange, I was reminded that God is in 
CONTROL?  that He has gone before us, and that we 
will cont inue to walk together, one day at a t ime. 

- Jan Klassen, Grade 2 Teacher

M eet  t he Teacher  Nigh t



Student Council is made up of two students from each of the 
Grade 5 to 8 classes. The students chosen to be on Student 
Council, together with the teacher representat ives, plan and 
implement act ivit ies for the ent ire GCCS student body. The 
act ivit ies help to build community within our school and allow 
everyone to get to know students from other grades. Some 
events include our Fall Fun Day and The Amazing Race, both of 
which are school favourites. Other act ivit ies give us the 
opportunity to build community outside of GCCS. Service 
Projects encourage us to think of others and inspire us to help 
those in need. Present ly, Student Council is leading us in a ?Warm 
Hands, Warm Bellies, Warm Hearts? project. GCCS is collect ing 
mit tens and gloves (preferably store bought) to deliver to The 
Clothing Closet from New Life Church. We are also collect ing 
canned soup/stew/chili for The Salvat ion Army Community and 
Family Services. These items will be given to people within our 
community who require a lit t le help this fall and winter. We 
encourage you to join us in helping those in need this fall.

- Dawn Pinson, SK Teacher

Warm  Han ds, Warm  Bel l i es, Warm  Hear t s



After missing an ent ire season of soccer, it  was 
truly refreshing to be able to coach the GGCS 
girls' soccer team this Fall. Seeing kids be kids in a 
team sport environment was a true blessing.  
Volunteering is an enriching experience, especially 
when a passion for sports couples with the ability 
to pass on knowledge to an enthusiast ic and 
energet ic group of students. It  was also rewarding 
to see the team grow and work hard while st ill 
having fun and honouring their faith in their 
approach. 

- Will Rowe 

In  t he Words of  Our  Paren t s.. .

I had SO much fun joining the Grade 3 class field 
trip to Mountsberg Conservat ion Area.  Not only 
was the day filled with adventure, discovery and a 
whole bunch of laughter, but I got to know the 
kids so much better, learning all of their names 
and really seeing their personalit ies come 
through. This was really special for me since our 
family joined GCCS in 2020 during the pandemic, 
and so I finally was able to put faces to names and 
see the dynamics of the students. It  was such a 
great opportunity to really connect with the 
students. Now when my daughter shares stories 
about the school day, I can picture more clearly 
the interact ions and feel a sense of responsibility 
and care as I think of the students in her class!

- Becky Goodwin

Congratulat ions to our girls team who were the 
tournament champions and our boys who gave their 
all.



I am 
so grateful that I can 

be back in the school 
volunteering this year.  I am in the 

school 3 t imes a week for reading club and 
feel blessed beyond measure to be able to 

watch a child?s confidence in reading grow week 
after week! I also enjoy attending field trips and have 

been on two so far this year. I was able to enjoy 
watching grade 5/6 harvest vegetables for those who 
experience food insecurity at home. What an amazing 
lesson of service and humility for the students.  I was 
thrilled to also join grade 3 as they learned about 
God?s perfect creat ion at a local conservat ion area.  

Volunteering at GCCS absolutely blesses me far 
more than it  does the students and school! 

What a gift  it  is to be a small part  of our 
amazing volunteer community. 

- Rebekah Geldart  

It  is has been a true passion of mine to promote       
literacy as I?ve always been an avid reader; right from   
the first  day I was introduced to ?Pitou le chien? in my 
school French reader and Laura Ingalls at home. 
Thankfully I?ve been able to pursue my passion at GCCS 
as a volunteer in the grade 3 class this year and the grade 
1 class two years ago.  It  has been excit ing to see all of the 
kids progress in their reading abilit ies and find 
excitement in new stories and facts. Mahatma Gandhi 
said: ?The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in 
the service of others?. Thanks to GCCS and to the great 
kids who teach me every week. 

P.S. I?ve learned this year about bats (thanks Noah) and 
African Plains (thanks Zoe), just to name a few! 

- Susie Gregg



GCCS students and staff spent t ime reflect ing and learning about the indigenous 
peoples of what we now call Canada on this first  Nat ional Day for Truth and 
Reconciliat ion. Through our opening chapel and lessons and act ivit ies in our 
classrooms, students learned how Indigenous peoples were here long before any 

sett lers arrived and enjoyed a beautiful, rich culture. 
Students also learned, in age-appropriate language, about 
some of the injust ices and trauma Indigenous peoples 
experienced and are st ill experiencing from having their 
land taken from them, attempts at destroying their culture 
through assimilat ion, and the deep pain and hurt  done to 
Indigenous children who were forced to attend resident ial 
schools. We learned how we can be part  of the change that 
needs to happen by respect ing and loving all nat ions and 
peoples because they are fearfully and wonderfully made 
by God. We learned that EVERY CHILD MATTERS and 
deserves to be treated like they are precious and matter.

- Susanne Wood, Grade 7 and Music Teacher

Nat ion al  Day f or  Trut h  an d Recon ci l i at i on



The cross country team 
had a short  but successful 
season. We raced once in 

Cambridge with a smaller team 
and then held our own race 

behind GCCS so that all of our 
runners could race, cheered on 

by their classmates.

After our outdoor 
Thanksgiving chapel, 

parents were invited to stay 
for some refreshments and 
connect with each other as 

we cont inue to rebuild 
community.

Connect ing 
our big kids 

and small kids 
is happening 
again with 
Reading 

Buddies. It  
happens 

indoors AND 
outdoors! Sn apshot s of  GCCS Li f e

Many helping hands and 
posit ive spirits made the 

outdoor work party in August a 
great kickoff to a year of 

building community.  



Our school cannot thrive without 
prayerful and financial contribut ions from 
donors like you! We value your 
partnership and involvement in our 
mission to nurture, educate and inspire 
our students in Christ-centred and 
community-focused learning.  

Please consider a regular donat ion to 
keep our programs running! Visit  our 
website to donate through CanadaHelps 
or contact our finance office 
(bookkeeper@guelphccs.ca) to set up 
regular monthly electronic contribut ions.

Don at e Today

Support Us in Prayer

- We thank God that we are back to 
in-person learning.

- Praise and thanksgiving that our 
students can part icipate in sports and 
extracurricular sports and clubs this year.

- We are so thankful for our volunteers 
and the opportunit ies that they have to 
serve at GCCS.

- Wisdom and discernment for our Board 
and Principal Search Committee as they 
seek to find a new  leader for GCCS.

- Grat itude for the cont inuous support of 
our community through prayer and 
financial contribut ions. 

Fal l  Fun d Dr i ve
Nov 8 - Dec 17

Goal: 

$40,000
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