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H IGHLIGHTS

NEW  PROGRAM !

?Trust in the Lord with all your heart?, ?Trust in the Lord with all your heart?, ?Trust in 
the Lord with all your heart?. I have needed to repeat this Bible verse and this year?s 
school theme over and over this school year. Me even mentioning that this school 
year has been a challenge is an understatement.

At the same t ime we have so much to be thankful for. Our staff has persevered and 
cont inued to provide quality Christ  Centred educat ion to our students whether we 
were in the building or not. Our parents supported the 
work of our staff and students in new and 
unprecedented ways. Our board met together often to 
help solve various challenges throughout the last 12 
months. We could not hold our annual Skate-a-thon 
and instead had a hugely successful Walk/Bike-a-thon. 
We will be graduating another grade 8 class who will 
now bless a variety of high schools in the area this 
coming September. In September we will start  to 
celebrate 60 years of Christ ian educat ion in Guelph.

Trust ing in the Lord is often easier to do when we look 
back and see God at work. Enjoy what you read in this 
In Touch and be reminded that God is with us always. 
May that experience help all of us Trust in the Lord as 
we cont inue to experience His blessings at GCCS.

Pr in cipal  Ref lect i on s
Marvin Bierling

We are launching a 
half-day Preschool 
program at  GCCS, 
beginning 
September 2021. 
Parents can choose 
from 2, 3, 4, or 5 
mornings  a week. 
For more 
information, visit  
guelphccs.ca/preschool

Sum m er  Prayer  Request s

- Celebrat ing Sharon 
Put t  who ret ires 
this year - p. 2-3

- Words of 
appreciat ion for 
Marvin Bierling as 
he leaves his role of 
principal - p. 4-5

- Highlights of the 
Walk/Bike-a-thon 
fundraiser this year 
- p. 6-7

- Celebrat ing the 
graduat ing class of 
2021 - p. 8

- Rest and safety for our staff, students and their families as everyone takes a 
much-needed break after a very challenging year

- Wisdom and rest for Marvin Bierling and Sharon Putt  as they each enter a new 
season in their lives

- Wisdom and discernment for the Board and the Interim Administrat ive team as 
they work together to lead the school during this t ime of transit ion and t ime of 
cont inuing uncertainty regarding COVID

- Prayer for those graduating from GCCS, high school, and post-secondary
- Praise and thanksgiving for the blessings we had in our classrooms and the rich 

learning that took place this year
- Health and comfort  for those affected by COVID physically and mentally 
- Prayer for our front line workers and our government leaders as they work to 

bring us through this pandemic and hopefully help us return to a more "normal"  
September
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Sharon Putt  has taught Kindergarten at our school, first  JCCS then later GCCS, since 2005. It  
was at this t ime that Sharon, along with her husband Mike and 4 children, moved from Lindsay to 
Cambridge. Sharon was already a seasoned teacher upon arriving in Guelph. She began her 
teaching career in 1981, teaching Grades One and Two in a public school. She spent a number of 
years supply teaching in Perth, Durham, Trillium Lakelands and Waterloo. Sharon had met Mr. 
Bob Moore, a former principal of GCCS when Sharon and Mike?s children attended Heritage 
Christ ian School in Lindsay. Later she would reunite with Mr. Moore at GCCS.

During Sharon?s t ime at GCCS she served in various roles: Sr. Kindergarten teacher, Jr. 
Kindergarten teacher, Sunshine Fund Distributer, School Choir pianist , Guest Violinist , Orchestra Leader, Chapel 
pianist , towel washer, dishwasher, resident baker (she makes the best mint chocolate brownies), mother to all and 
wise confidant. These are just a few of the roles Sharon has played at our school.

Sharon has always demonstrated a passion for educat ing our youngest students. 
She has a wonderful way of reaching each child right where they are. Sharon cares 
for their daily needs always ensuring they are safe and able to enjoy their t ime both 
inside and outside. She instructs and teaches in ways that engage each child in their 
learning. She inspires them to do their very best and to try new experiences. Sharon 
shows care and compassion to every student that comes ?under her wings.? 

But there is so much more to Mrs. Putt . To know Sharon is to know that she always 
seeks God?s guidance in every situat ion. She is a prayer warrior who often goes 
before Her Father with cares and concerns for others. A few years back, our school 
theme was focused around our hearts' commitment to God and our service to 
people. This theme truly exemplifies Sharon?s life. She is a true servant of Jesus Christ  and lovingly cares for the 
people around her.

On a personal level, Sharon has become so much more to me than just a colleague. She is a friend. Sharon is 
trustworthy and honest. She has a huge heart and always, ?speaks the truth in love.? I believe that long after Sharon 
has ret ired, we will st ill hear her great big laugh and feel her prayers. 

After 40 years of teaching, Sharon can now spend all of her t ime doing the other things she loves to do - sewing, 
baking, and most of all, spending t ime with her husband, her children, and of course, her beaut iful grandchildren. 

Sharon, we at GCCS wish you a most blessed ret irement. We will miss you in our halls and in the Kinder Wing but 
we know God is going to cont inue to use you as a blessing to so many.

Celebrat i n g Sharon  Put t
Dawn Pinson

IN Touch     Spring 2021 Edit ion



3

Sharon is known to the GCCS staff as the SK teacher with the 
dist inct ive and contagious laugh that can be heard rippling 
down the hallways and coming from her kindergarten 
classroom. I have worked in Sharon's classroom over the 
years as an EA and her connect ion with her students is the 
reason she is loved by them. There are so many other 
reasons, including being a gifted musician, which she readily 
shares with her students. I can only imagine how difficult  this 
past year has been since we have not been able to sing or 
gather for chapels where Sharon is usually our amazing 
pianist  accompanying the beautiful voices of the GCCS 
student body, fellow teachers and staff.

As I ponder on the years that I have been a part  of Sharon's 
classroom a few things stand out. She is an incredible story 
teller. Bible story t ime has her students transfixed, myself 
included, as she has a way of retelling stories of the Bible to 
these young minds that leaves them wanting for the next one. 
She opens her BIble to a chapter, glances at it  and then tells it  
by heart with joy and excitement capturing their full 
at tent ion.

Sharon's approach to teaching is always a very balanced and 
realist ic approach. She has a way of impart ing wisdom to her 
students without them even being aware. Many a t ime I 
would pause to listen and take notes. Sharon teaches with 
the love of God at the forefront and the posit iveness of 
accomplishment throughout the year. Blessings Sharon as 
you cont inue into the next part  of the journey that God has in 
store for you.

-- Anna Vanderveen
Sharon's beaut iful gift  of music has been a rich 
blessing for many years in GCCS's choirs, chapels, 
and concerts. Sharon has a God-given gift  of 
perfect pitch, a wonderful ability to play piano with 
or without music, and incredible accompanying 
skills. Her worshipful and passionate music making 
draws others into praising God. One of my 
favourite memories of working musically with 
Sharon is from a few years ago when she led a 
student orchestra to accompany our students in 
singing Handel's Messiah at our Christmas 
Concert. It  was amazing to watch her work with 
the orchestra students and guide them into such a 
masterful performance. Sharon, you will be great ly 
missed at GCCS We wish you all the best in your 
ret irement and as you cont inue to praise God 
through music!

 -- Susanne Wood
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In 2016 when GCCS was searching 
for a new principal, the top quality 
for our chosen candidate was 
integrity. For the past four years, 
Marvin Bierling has demonstrated 
this trait  despite the challenges that 
come with the role of principal. As 
he served alongside the GCCS 
board, staff and school community 
he has shown his desire to be 
transparent and sincere, as much as 
was possible. Above all, he has 
remained professional in the 
decisions that were made. 

The past 13 months of school have 
presented the school community 
with many ups and downs. 
Throughout this uncertain t ime, 
Marvin has reminded us that our 
confidence in the Lord is what will 
keep us strong and that we are not 
to rely on our own understanding. 
He would often share with the staff 
scriptures that he had first  enjoyed 
during his own personal devot ional 

t ime with the Lord. His love for the 
Lord and the need to draw on God's 
Word for our strength has been 
modeled throughout his t ime at 
GCCS 

Over the course of his years here, 
Marvin has also demonstrated 
humility - understanding his own 
weaknesses and being willing to 
seek assistance. Marvin enjoyed 
watching the learning that was 
taking place in the classrooms and 
outdoors during recess t imes. He 
wanted to see this learning 
celebrated and introduced our 
school community to "Celebrat ions 
of Learning". 

Staff and students alike have 
experienced his grace. Appreciat ing 
how God has extended grace to 
each of us, Marvin desired to reflect 
this light in his role as principal. One 
goal that Marvin sought to achieve 
was for staff to enjoy a better 
balance between work and home 

life. During his t ime away from 
school. he enjoyed the outdoors 
with act ivit ies such as making maple 
syrup or creat ing water gardens. 
Yet, I think his favourite place to 
experience God's creat ion is on the 
seat of a bicycle. Thus, as Marvin 
bids farewell to GCCS, we pray that 
the next leg of his journey will be 
rewarded with rest, with perhaps 
fewer twists and turns, as he 
cont inues to faithfully serve the 
Lord. 

Words of  Appreciat i on  f or  M arv in  Bier l i n g
Judy Jones
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As a kindergarten teacher, I have appreciated Mr. Bierling's 
approach to our youngest students, as he interacts with them in 
the hall, the classroom, and sometimes in the school yard. He 
demonstrates his gent le care and attent ion to them in a 
non-threatening way, showing respect and listening to them. 

Thank you, Mr. Bierling.

Sharon Putt

A Grade 2 Perspect ive

When Mr. Bierling first  started at GCCS 
he was busy making a pond in his new 
backyard. It  was fun to hear about his 
process and the new fish he was putt ing 
into his pond.  One day we all cut out big 
paper fish and wrote our own note to 
Mr. Bierling on our fish.  We snuck into 
his office and taped them on the walls of 
his office.

-- Jan Klassen

Our school cannot thrive without prayerful and 
financial contribut ions from donors like you! We 
value your partnership and involvement in our 
mission to nurture, educate and inspire our students 
in Christ-centred and community-focused learning.  

Please consider a regular donat ion to keep our 
programs running! Visit  our website to donate 
through CanadaHelps or contact our finance office 
(bookkeeper@guelphccs.ca) to set up regular monthly 
electronic contribut ions.

Don at e Today
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Walk /Bik e- a- t hon  2021 H igh l i gh t s
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$40 000 raised!!
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Celebrat i n g t he Graduat in g Class of  2021!
Jody Scheerer

The graduating class of 2021 chose Deuteronomy 31:6 
as their class graduation theme verse and it  couldn't  
have been more perfect for a year like this! This group 
of graduates have faced a year that has been far from 
typical.  They had to have courage to face ?giants? that 
are not normal for grade 8 classes. They have faced 
deep losses; like their grad trip to Ottawa, not being 
able to play on sports teams, or part icipate in the 
extracurricular arts at GCCS.  We lament a lot  of things 
this year but we have also had a lot  of joy! Yes, this has 
been a far from normal year. However, through it  all we 
have seen growth in their relat ionships with God and 
each other, in their academics, in their confidence, and 
many other areas. 

As the graduating class of 2021 spent t ime reflect ing on 
their favourite memories over their years at GCCS, 
one common memory was Treetop Trekking.  I find 
myself making connect ions about this trip they had 
back in grade 6 and their graduation theme verse. 
Treetop Trekking takes courage! I am sure when the 
students experienced this some felt  quite nervous 
climbing up to the platforms, some may have needed 
encouragement from others around them, and yet 
others may have gone through the course without 
fear or hesitat ion at all.  As our graduates begin the 
next part  of their life journey at their highschools 
this fall, they will take with them the words of 
Deuteronomy 31:6, ?Do not be afraid or terrified 
because of them, for the Lord your God goes with 
you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.? There 
will be t imes when they may feel nervous, there will 

be t imes when 
they need to be 
encouraged by 
others, and there 
will also be a lot  of 
excitement about 
this next big step 
in their life.  What 
a blessing to know 
that every step of 
this journey will 
not be completed 
on their own; our 
Lord will be with them. We will miss these kind hearted 
and joyful graduates but we are excited for what lies 

ahead for them.  

Thank you, graduating class of 2021, for the legacy 
you leave at GCCS. You have blessed the students, 
staff, and community. As a class you are resilient, you 
are passionate about just ice and advocacy, you care 
deeply about God?s world and the people in it , and 
you live out your love for God each day. We will miss 
you but we know that you?ve got this! Continue to 
make a difference in the world! 

?Do not be afraid or 
terrified because of 
them, for the Lord 
your God goes with 
you; he will never 

leave you nor 
forsake you.?   

Deuteronomy 31:6
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