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Learning in the Time of a Pandemic
A Letter from Principal Marvin Bierling
Welcome to another school year at 
Guelph Community Christian School. Af-
ter fi nishing up what many people have 
playfully called ‘the longest March Break 
ever’ we have been overjoyed to have 
students and sta�  back in the building 
since September 8.

In this edition of InTouch you will learn a 
little bit about the work of a special com-
mittee that helped us bring our students 
back to school safely. You will also see 
some pictures of how our school looks 
di� erent and the same during our COVID 
19 return to school. While we are doing so 
many new things to stay safe this school year you will also be introduced to a new-
er family and a new teacher. You will also be encouraged by reading an award 
winning essay by one of our students about taking needles.

Needless to say, the last 6 months have been wildly unpredictable. Personally, I 
have been stretched to fully live out our school theme this year, “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart.” I will confess that there have been times when I wondered if 
God was going to help get His school open again. Fortunately, God has continued 
to show signs that he wants to bless His children at GCCS. Wise parents and teach-
ers have contributed to creating a safe school environment, new families have en-
rolled their children as they see GCCS as a safe place for their children, and new 
sta�  have joined the school and are contributing to student learning. 

I don’t know what this whole school year is going to look like. I do know that God 
is going to bless what GCCS is doing this school year. Enjoy reading about those 
blessings and continue to pray for more blessings for GCCS and remember; “Trust 
in the Lord--He’s got this.”

Needles, needles, 
and more needles 
- refl ections and en-
couragement from a 
grade 6 student Pg. 2

New Sta�  Member in-
troduces himself Pg. 2

Safe Return to School  
committee member 
refl ects on her expe-
rience this summer. 
Pg. 3

New Family introduc-
tion Pg. 4

• Blessings on 
giving during our 
annual Fall Fund 
Drive.

• Thanks for being 
open to our stu-
dents this school 
year.

• Thanks for 
current and for 
continued good 
health at school 
during COVID

• Thanks for 19 
new families in 
the school this 
year
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Needles, Needles, and More Needles
Aiden Peterson

My name is Aiden and I am 11 
years old.  I take a lot of needles.  
No wait, you’re not understanding 
me – I take A LOT of needles!  I 
started taking them when I was 
7 years old, which means I’ve 
already had over 1,380 needles! 
That’s not including blood work 
needles, IV needles, fl u shots or 
vaccination needles.  I have to 
take this many needles because I 
have growing problems.  The nee-
dles put growth hormone into my 
body to help me grow better.  

Sometimes it’s hard to get needles 
every day, or to be the smallest kid 
in my class, or when I can’t do the 

things other kids do. One time I was 
very sad when I wanted to go on 
a waterslide with my younger sister 
and younger cousins and they 
were tall enough, but I wasn’t.  But 
I like that I am unique and I want to 
help other kids who take needles.  

Getting needles isn’t very nice and 
I want to encourage anyone get-
ting needles by sharing my ideas 
on how to get through needles. 
I like to fi nd a distraction, use my 
ShotBlocker, plug my nose, count 
to 5, make funny noises and lots of 
other ways.  

Thank you for listening and I hope I 
helped you with your next needle.

This is my very fi rst teaching job and I feel very blessed to be starting my career at 
GCCS. I recently graduated from the Faculty of Education at Wilfred Laurier, where I 
spent two years practice teaching in the WRDSB school board. Prior to that I gradu-
ated from the University of Waterloo, majoring in Spanish with a French minor. I have 
always loved languages and learning how history and 
geography have played a part in their formation.

I am excited to be teaching French to the primary and 
junior divisions this year and am looking forward to sharing 
my enthusiasm for language as a way to connect with 
people around the world.

I am married with three kids. Kate and I have 3 year old 
identical twin boys, Ruben (blue) and Noah (grey), and 
we welcomed Addison to the family back in March at the 
beginning of the pandemic.

I enjoy a variety of sports; soccer, volleyball, hockey, and 
basketball, and I am always willing to jump into a board 
game.

I have already enjoyed meeting many of the students at 
GCCS and look forward to the year ahead!
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Committee Service in the Middle of a Pandemic

Cynthia Richard

This summer I had the chance 

to be one of the parents on the 
GCCS Safe Return to School Com-
mittee.  The committee met sever-
al times over the summer, fi rst via 
Google Meets and then in person 
when we were closer to the start of 
the school year.  

It was certainly a labour of love 
as we spent many hours working 
together to create and refi ne the 

plans to keep our kids healthy and 
allow them to continue to grow 
in Christ-centered education.  I 
was very grateful for the group of 
people on the committee, which 
included Mr. Bierling, two teachers 
(Mrs. Scheerer and Mrs. Pinson), 
two board members (Adam Pear-
son and Je�  Hubbard), and four 
parents (Carroll Chapman, Sabri-
na Oland, Donna Petherick, and 
myself).  

There was a great mix of expertise 
represented in the group, includ-

ing those who had been involved 
in implementing COVID-related 
procedures in their own workplac-
es, those familiar with medical and 
scientifi c literature, and of course 
those who knew how to teach 
kids!  

One of the challenges was keep-
ing up-to-date with constantly 
evolving public health recommen-
dations.  Thankfully Mr. Bierling was 
able to have regular contact with 
public health o�  cials in Guelph 
who were very supportive.  

On a personal note, I was grateful 
for the opportunity to get to know 
some other members of the GCCS 
community and look forward to 
continuing to interact with them.  

Let’s pray that we are able to 
continue learning in-person for the 
school year, and give thanks to 
God for the faithfulness of the sta�  
at GCCS who have implemented 
the steps needed for the school’s 
safe reopening.
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Meet a New Family: The Buders
Jon, Susie and Mia
This is our second year at GCCS 
and we are humbled to be asked 
to introduce ourselves. Our daugh-
ter, Mia, is in Mrs. Klassen’s second 
grade class and we are so grate-
ful that she is among a truly great 
group of children – a shout out to 
Mrs. Klassen and the Grade 2’s – 
we can’t wait to hear your rap!!

We currently live in Cambridge, 
where we’ve resided since 2012. 
Previously, I (Susie) lived in Guelph 
for 25 years and Jon grew up in 
Woodstock, Ontario. Both of us, at 
various points in our lives, lived in 
Asia; Susie in Hong Kong for high 
school and Jon taught English in 
both Japan and China. We loved 
our time abroad and we do hope 
one day that Mia may be able to 
share in the joy of living an interna-
tional life. And, how great that a
few of her classmates have also 
lived overseas.

Jon works with Canada Post and I 
work for the Canadian Mental
Health Association as a Geriat-
ric Consultant for Primary Care, 
with an Occupational Therapy 
background. We do not currently 
work in Guelph, but in choosing 
GCCS as Mia’s school, we both 
felt strongly that we wanted her to 
have the privilege of learning from 
a Christian curriculum, in a school 
environment that upholds the val-
ue of nurturing children to be the 
people God intended. Neither Jon 
nor I attended a Christian school 

and although we 
both had great 
experiences in our 
secular schools 
growing up, we 
felt led to o� er our 
daughter this won-
derful opportunity.

We have friends 
whose children 
attend(ed) GCCS 
and after our two 
school tours, in 
which we asked lots of questions 
of Mr. Bierling and Ms. Pennings 
(thanks for your patience ;)) we 
knew that God was leading us 
here. We loved that Mia started her 
schooling at GCCS to the theme of 
‘Fearfully and Wonderfully Made’ 
and even more so this year, to ‘Trust 
in the Lord’. What a privilege to be 
a part of a community that con-
tinuously points our most precious 
daughter towards knowing her 
worth as a child of God. And… we 
love the music, we love the creativ-
ity, we love the sports…we love the 
chapels, we love the playground 
(Mia!), and we love the people!

Jon and I will be looking for ongo-
ing ways to immerse ourselves in 
the life of GCCS. We know there 
are so many fantastic ways to 
be involved. I (Susie) enjoyed the 
chance to pray on Tuesday morn-
ings at the school, alongside Mr. 
Bierling, Meghan and a small, but 
mighty group of parents. If your 
schedule permits, and as we ma-

noeuver our way through Co-vid, I 
look forward to joining with you in 
prayer.

In closing, although our time at 
GCCS has been short, we o� er this:

To GCCS’ amazing sta� , Admin 
and Board;
To parents, grandparents and 
supporters whose children have 
graduated from GCCS, and;
To parents who have children in 
older grades,
we thank you so much for paving 
the way for a blessed school expe-
rience – thank you for your years of
commitment and prayerful deci-
sion making.

For those of you who have just 
joined GCCS this year, we feel 
strongly that you have made the 
best decision for your child (ren). 
We know that you will encounter 
the love, commitment and respect 
of this school community. May God 
bless your time here!

Donations Appreciated

Our school cannot thrive without prayerful and 
fi nancial contributions from our donors! We value 
your partnership and involvement in our mission. 

Visit our website to donate through CanadaHelps, 
or contact our fi nance o�  ce 
(bookkeeper@guelphccs.ca) to set up regular 
monthly electronic contributions.

Please Keep In Touch!

195 College Ave W, Guelph, ON  N1G 1S6

o�  ce@guelphccs.ca (519) 824-8860

@guelphccs www.guelphccs.ca

GuelphCommunityChristianSchool


