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One day at GCCS, l got to present the whole class (and myself) with 
Brazilian Chocolate Truffles and everyone liked them so much that l ended 
up handing out more truffles on my birthday. I Iiked it  a Iot and l got to eat 
aII of the Ieftovers. It  felt  very awesome.

It  was EPIC because my background is Brazilian and I loved sharing 
something with my class from my background.  I was happy that they liked 
it .  It  made me think that I should share it  with more people.  

This was part  of a class presentat ion that we were doing.  Each student was 
asked to tell about their background and share neat things about it .  I liked 
hearing about their food.  Some of us shared about our flags and what they 
meant. 

I think our teachers want to know more about us and I  think they want us to share with others.  I think 
they also want us to study other countries so that we understand more things about countries. 
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What is the most EPIC thing you?ve done as a 
student at GCCS?

Who is our Student Blogger?

- He is a Grade 3 Student at GCCS
- Likes t iny dogs
- Likes to draw funny comics about chicken drumsticks 
- Likes chicken nuggets, burgers, and french fries
- He used to play on an awesome soccer team
- He believes recess is for playing games like tag with your 

friends.



Guelph Community Christ ian School embarked on an ambit ious path this fall 
when we introduced our sensory program. (Please see our earlier art icle, ?GCCS 
Launches a Sensory Program?.) It?s not that we hadn?t realized and tried to meet 
students? sensory needs before this year, but we are current ly endeavouring to 
reach a wider range of our student body than ever before. This is reflected in the 
new name we have given to what was formerly termed ?Special Educat ion?. While 
the home of this department is st ill in the area called ?The Link?, it  is now called 
?Student Support Services?. 

At different stages and during various circumstances of life, many students will reap benefits from addressing some of 
their sensory needs. It  is healthy and comfort ing for students to know that there are places outside of their classroom 
where they can go to work off some extra energy, take their mind off of a challenging situat ion, increase their drive and 
ability to persevere, and allow their body to release some of the pent up feelings that may be occurring. 

?The Path? is a regularly used area to do just this. Students will come to The Path either by themselves or with a 
partner or two. It  is most easily accessible for the primary and junior level students, but even intermediate students 
can be seen making use of the physical and mental st imulat ion The Path provides.

Our treadmill, located in The Link, is accessed quite regularly by some and visited by 
others on more of an ?as needs? basis. When possible, I t ry to have at least a brief 
interact ion with each child who comes to The Link. All students fill out a slip indicat ing 
their feelings before using the treadmill and after. The majority of students indicate that 
they do feel better afterwards. In follow up conversat ions with some of them, they realize 
that although their problems, difficult ies, or negat ive feelings aren?t completely resolved, 
the brief physical act ivity has helped them to either gain a new perspect ive, feel more 
posit ive, or realize they are able to return to class and persevere. 

Sydnie, our therapy dog, provides the most unique and mult ifaceted out let of our sensory 
program.  For some students, Sydnie is a safe, non-judgmental listener who they can read to on our special reading 
blanket. For others, a quick hello in the hallway instant ly brightens a face. But Sydnie provides so much more than this. 
Just being around her has a calming effect. Students will come for a visit  at  various t imes ? when they are sad, hurt , 
upset, worried, or unable to express how they are feeling. Sydnie has visited with students, either in The Link or in their 
classroom, for various reasons, just a few of which include:

- during a class read aloud at a very sad part  in the novel
- with a student who was unable to go outside for recess for a few weeks
- during a circle with a group of students
- with a student who was having a difficult  t ime entering class
- with students who were worried about sick family members
- as a reward at the end of a good work session in The Link
- to comfort  students who have lost a family pet 

In every situat ion, Sydnie always brings a smile to students? faces and makes them laugh. It  is incredible to see the 
visible change in students? demeanour. Sydnie seems to be able to sense when to just lay there and be petted, when to 
give a friendly kiss, and when to roll over and ask for a tummy rub!

Here at GCCS, we are committed to support ing each child as they navigate through their learning, their 
self-awareness, their relat ionships with others, and their spiritual development. We have been very pleased with the 
results we are seeing on a day-to-day basis since the establishment of our sensory program in the fall. We are also 
excited to see how the program will cont inue to develop and transform as we strive to meet the needs of more and 
more students.

Here for All Students
Barb Stronks - Student Support Services Coordinator



On January 17, we opened our doors for an open house geared 
toward families with kindergarten-aged children. We were excited to 
host 7 families.

The day started with t ime for parents to enjoy a 
chapel presented by the Senior Kindergarten 
class. After this the families spent another 30 
minutes in the classrooms observing the students who were busy learning, talking 
with the teachers, and talking with parents who current ly have children at GCCS.

This was followed by a quest ion and answer session hosted by Mr. Bierling and a 
full tour of the school for the parents.

It  was an excit ing morning with 4 of the families registering their children for 
September 2020!

We will be host ing another open house after school on April 20. Please invite friends and family who you 
think would enjoy experiencing Christ ian Educat ion. If that date does not work out, let  them know that 
every day at GCCS is an open house and there is always someone who is eager to tour you through the 
school and answer your quest ions.

Kindergarten Open House
Marvin Bierling - Principal

Register Early and Save!

New families wishing to enrol for the 
2020-21 school year at GCCS  could 
benefit  from a special discount if 
they register before  April 15th! If 
you or someone you knows are 
considering Christ ian Educat ion, 
please come in for a tour to 
experience what makes us the right 
choice for educat ing your child.

GCCS by the Numbers
- Our families attend over 30 different 

churches in Guelph and the 
surrounding area

- We have 14 internat ional students 
- There are 6 families, with 4 children 

each, all current ly attending  GCCS
- Our families live in 9 different 

communit ies from Guelph and the  
surrounding areas



If you would prefer to receive the In Touch by email instead, please let us know at office@guelphccs.ca.

- March  13-23 - March Break
- March 28 - Parent  Social Night
- March 31 - Ready, Set , School Session 1  

Begins
- April 23-25 - School Product ion of 

"Charlot te's Web"
- May 12 - Spring General Meet ing
- May 14 - Track & Field Day
- May 20 - Spring Concert
- May 22 - Grandparents and Grandfriends 

Day
- May 24 - Community Fun Day

Donate Today

Our school cannot thrive without prayerful 
and financial contribut ions from donors like 
you! We value your partnership and 
involvement in our mission to nurture, 
educate and inspire our students in 
Christ-centred and community-focused 
learning.  

Please consider a regular donat ion to keep 
our programs running! Visit  our website to 
donate through CanadaHelps or contact our 
finance office (bookkeeper@guelphccs.ca) to 
set up regular monthly electronic 
contribut ions.

$46 977.50

Skate-a-thon 2020


	Winter 2020 InTouch
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4


