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Reflections of a Grandparent
Our visit  to Guelph Community Christ ian School for the Grade Seven 
chapel on April 26 served as a powerful reminder to us of how important 
Christ ian educat ion has been to our family. We arrived in Guelph in 1981 
and registered our children at what was then called John Calvin Christ ian 
School. All of our children graduated from JCCS and went on to high 
school at Woodland Christ ian High School. At present several of our 
grandchildren are at GCCS and one is at Woodland.  

So, what made this journey of Christ ian educat ion worthwhile? Several 
things stand out. We have been very grateful for the quality of educat ion 
offered in these Christ ian schools. Our children, and now our 
grandchildren, have been challenged to do well with the gifts God has 
given them. Some of them have struggled academically, but for them, extra help has always been 
available from dedicated teachers and teacher aides who with much pat ience and encouragement 
helped them over the rough patches. 

But what we were reminded of at chapel was the fact that GCCS is a strong Christ ian community where 
teachers care deeply about the well-being of their students. Our family, as all families do, has 
experienced some difficult  t imes. Sometimes those challenges spill over into the life of the school. Our 
grandson, Gerrit  Eelkema, spoke about that at the chapel, and others of our children and grandchildren 

could have spoken about similar things. In those t imes, the school 
was a safe place for them, a place where their teachers stood with 
them, comforted them, and encouraged them. And that enabled 
our children and grandchildren, to experience what the Grade 
Seven class described at chapel. Life is tough sometimes, but in 
tough t imes, maybe especially in tough t imes, the presence of 
God, of which Christ ian schools are a powerful witness, can be the 
source of our strength.   
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Celebration of Learning
There was a buzz of excitement  at our first  bi-annual Celebrat ion of Learning on April 10. Parents, 
grandparents, neighbours and friends were invited to view and listen to our students share their 
learning. Guests traveled throughout the building to different classrooms where students presented 
their hard work either individually or in groups. 

Grade 1/2 - Poetry Café 

Grade 7 - Why is My 
Coffee Cold?  

Grade 8 - Sustainable Cit ies
Grade 4P - Wonder: 

Aboriginal Communit ies in 
Canada

Grade 2 - Art  Exhibit

JK - Lost  and Found Pets ARTrageous Art  GallerySK - Make a Joyful Noise!

Grade 5 - Celebrat ing the 
Seniors in our Community

Grade 4V - Math is Everywhere! 

Grade 3 - Jesus Loves the Lit t le 
Children of the World

Grade 6 - Creat ing a 
"Buzz"



Service Projects on the Go

Grade 3 and Grade 8 have visited 
Foxwood Place twice this year - once at 
Christmas to sing carols and once to 
celebrate Easter together. We also made 
small gifts for the 
residents and they 
rewarded us with lit t le 
goody bags.

Grade 5 
students have 

been 
spending t ime 

building 
relat ionships 
with seniors 

at a Chartwell 
residence. The goal is to help 

students grow in empathy and at the 
same t ime value a sector of our 

community that  can sometimes be 
undervalued. They are learning how 
to have authent ic conversat ions with 

others and we hope they are also 
learning that they can add so much 
value to another person?s life by the 
gift  of t ime and care. We hope to be 

a blessing to the seniors.

Student council helped us collect 
cereal during Staff Appreciat ion Week 
to donate to Hope House.

The Junior Kindergarten students filled a 
Christmas Cradle with baby gifts for Beginnings 
- Pregnancy Care Centre.

The Senior 
Kindergarten 
class collected 
teddy bears 
for the 
Salvat ion 
Army Toy 
Drive at 
Christmas.



Skate-a-thon 2019

May 25 - Community Fun Day

May 27-30 - Grade 8 Ot tawa Trip

June 18 - Grade 8 Graduat ion

June 19 - Last  Day of School

Upcoming Events

In February we held our 37th annual Skate-a-thon and 
raised just over $46 000. As a school we chose to donate 
a port ion of our fundraising to two important areas of 
need within our community. The first  donat ion was given 
to a staff member whose son had an unfortunate, 
life-changing accident. The second donation was given to 
Digging Deeper - The Well Project, run through EduDeo. 
Thank you for support ing GCCS and our students!
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