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Message from the Principal
Guelph Community Christ ian School?s theme for the year is, ?Jesus Christ  is 
the same yesterday, today, and forever,? Hebrews 13:8. I invite you to enjoy 

this In Touch magazine as we cont inue to explore this theme.

Yesterday---Enjoy Mary Blydorp?s art icle about God?s faithfulness at GCCS. 

Mary taught at GCCS for many years and she cont inues to pour her energy 
into this school by volunteering with the grade 4 class. Her art icle is a great 
reminder that God has blessed His school here in Guelph. 

Today---Enjoy the pictures of the Skate-a-thon and the 
Family Fun night. God receives pleasure while 

watching His people enjoy the gift  of winter. It  was 
also pretty amazing to experience our community's 
current generosity as funds were raised for the school through the Skate-a-thon this 

year. 

Forever---Part  of the GCCS mission statement talks about our students serving. It  is 

through serving that we hope our students contribute to God?s kingdom today and into the future. In our final 
part  of this In Touch magazine we asked the students how they were impacted by the service they part icipated 
in this year. I was encouraged to see some real present and future impact of these service opportunit ies in 

these statements.

Marvin Bierling

Principal

IN TOUCH

Junior Achievement
The Grade 6 class part icipated in Junior Achievement, an experient ial blended learning program in which they 
became entrepreneurs for a short  period of t ime. They learned how to market, advert ise, and work together for 

a profit . They decided to sell mugs that said "Love your Enemies" underneath the silhouette of a dog and cat 
touching noses. All proceeds went to the Guelph Humane Society. On the day of the special sale, 

students who purchased a mug received the bonus of steaming hot chocolate!
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Our God is Forever Faithful
Mary Blydorp--GCCS teacher from 1990-2013

In 1961, John Calvin Christ ian School began in the basement of the First  Christ ian 

Reformed Church on Water Street. Three years later a school was built  across the 
street and opened its doors to 52 students. Those early pioneers of Christ ian 

educat ion trusted that God would bless this new venture as they strove to 
establish a school where their children could learn about God and His work 
throughout the ages and in all aspects of life. The present school, now called 

Guelph Community Christ ian School, has moved to a new locat ion, has increased 
in size, has many more teachers and students, but cont inues to proclaim the sovereignty of God over every 

aspect of His creat ion.

During my teaching career, I have seen many changes in curriculum, in teaching methods, in the use of 
technology, but in the midst of this, the desire to ?tell the next generat ion the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, 

His power, and the wonders He has done? (Psalm 78:4) has remained central to the existence of Christ ian 
educat ion and GCCS. The ?how? will cont inue to change, but the ?why? will remain constant. How wonderful 

that we may entrust the future of Christ ian educat ion to our God whose faithfulness endures from generat ion 
to generat ion!

Spring Drama Product ion - April 18-21

Book Fair - May 1-3 

Grandparents' & Grandfriends' Day - May 25

Parking Lot  Party - May 26

Upcoming Events Other Ways to Keep "In Touch"
Please visit  our website at www.guelphccs.ca 
and click on the MyGCCS tab. You will find 
weekly blog posts by the principal  and other 
stakeholders in our school community.  You'll 
also be able to view our Facebook and 
Instagram photo posts there.



Skate-a-thon and Family Fun Night

Krista, Jen & Ronda Ashley and Annabelle Chad, Jill and Mason 
Burton 

Makayla, Leah, Abby, Eden &  Kristen

Mat t , Mike & J.R.

Ruth & 

Amanda

Mikayla, Zoey, 
Catherine & Hana



Christ  calls us all to Christ ian service. Part  of our mission 
here at GCCS is to teach our students about service by 

serving others. Our hope is that these opportunit ies will 
posit ively impact our community and cause future 

growth in our students. Below are some quotes from 
students reflect ing on the service opportunit ies they 
part icipated in.

Grade 5 has been learning about communicat ion and 
empathy and have been visit ing the residents of the Chartwell Senior?s 

Residence once a month.

- ?I hope to make people happy because elders get happy when young people 
talk to them.?

- ?I hope that our visits will bring back good memories of when they were 
kids.?

- ?I let them know that I love Jesus. I think this might help them because 
maybe if they don?t love Jesus they will try to change.?

- ?I think it will help them build relationships with other people that they don?t even know.?
- ?I hope my service makes people?s day because it makes my day when I make another?s day.?
- ?I was nervous at the start but I think they really enjoy us coming.?
- ?I hope that by talking with the seniors that they realize that people care about them.?
- ?It affected me because I learned that it is very interesting to hear people?s life stories and I think the seniors like 

to have somebody to talk to.?
- ?I felt joyful listening to them talk.?

Grade 8 went to help out at the Ontario Christ ian Gleaners this school year. The Gleaners take surplus 
produce and make soup mixes that get sent around the world to those in need of food aid.

- ?Going to the Gleaners with my grade 8 classmates was an eye opener for how I look at the world. I now see that 
other people in the world are struggling and there are ways that I can help. God wanted everyone to treat 
everyone with respect. Going to the Gleaners showed me that there are ways that we can help others, and fulfill 
what God wanted from us. When I see stories of children enjoying the food from the Gleaners it makes me feel 
hope. I hope that our services could help others and support places in the world where they need help.?

- ?Even though we were washing buckets, it was good knowing that what we were doing was helping people across 
the world. The buckets that we cleaned had food put in them and they were sent to developing countries. It 
helped me see how much we could do from Ontario by only washing buckets and lids. The biggest hope that I 
have is that more people will help the folks that need help; that through good work, hunger can be lessened and 
more people can be helped.?  

- ?The service trip reminded me once again of how blessed I am to 
get food everyday and how many people don?t get the proper food 
and nutrition day to day. The trip showed me that malnutrition is 
an incredibly real thing in this world and that we as a community 
of people need to help. The buckets we cleaned are used to ship 
food to 40 countries around the world. Each bucket held up to 400 
servings of soup and the buckets are then used as desks, water 
containers, other storage and as bathtubs for small children.? 

Service at GCCS


